Macrophages have been suspected of having a role in age-related macular degeneration (AMD) since the late '70s and '80s when groups in the United Kingdom and Australia described the localization of cells with the ultrastructural appearance of macrophages either in drusen or penetrating Bruch's membrane in human pathological samples. Despite the subsequent immunophenotypic identification of extensive populations of macrophages in the normal mammalian choroid and evidence of a putative role for inflammation in AMD pathogenesis, we are still unclear about the role of macrophages in the normal and aged choroid. This gap in our knowledge has been partly addressed in a study published in this edition of IOVS by Zhao and colleagues.
